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Other area police depart- 
ments also choose not to re- 
lease officers’ names, especial- 
ly while the shooting is being 
investigated. But in Missouri 
they almost always become 
available when the investiga- 
tion is finished, because of the 
state’s public records law. 

The reluctance in Kansas and 
Missouri stands in stark contrast 
to common practice in cities 
across the country — from North 


Kansas law doesn’t requir 
releasing name of officer 
who shot suicidal teen 


leased today. 


made public. 


BY TAN CUMMINGS Or it could never be released. Kansas law generally allows Little Rock, Ark., to San Jose, 
icummings@kcstar.com That decision is primarily up police agencies to decide for Calif. — where the name of a 
BY KELSEY RYAN 


themselves whether to release 
the names of officers involved 
in shootings, with the result 
that most of the biggest depart- 
ments in the state don’t under 
any circumstances. The records 
holding that information can 
remain closed forever. 


to the Overland Park Police 
Department, where the chief of 
police has said, because of 
officer safety and what he has 
called “a climate of anti-law 
enforcement sentiment in this 
country,” that he doesn’t in- 
tend for the name to ever be 


police officer is released within 
days of a fatal shooting, even in 
a controversial case drawing 
threats against police. 
Nationally, the question of 
how long police should wait 


kryan@kcstar.com 


Under Kansas law, the name 
of the Overland Park police 
officer who shot and killed a 
suicidal 17-year-old high school 


junior on Jan. 20 could be re- SEE OFFICER NAME, 2A 
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The possibility of legalizing marijuana in Missouri has not changed the way Fran Stanton, co-owner of It’s a Beautiful Day, talks to her 
children about its use. She favors legalization and is worried about additives mixed with marijuana and the possibility of overuse. 


Listen up, parents, don’t leave 
your kids in the dark about weed 


scary paranoid.” 

She and Jayla Wilson, 18, sat 
around a table the other day at 
the Lucile H. Bluford Branch of 
the Kansas City Public Library 
discussing the drug use they’ve 
seen in their peers and in older 
people. 

“If you stop by here once a 
week, you will see how many 
people come in here looking 
like they do every drug,” Wil- 
son said. “Some kids start when 


they get around their friends — 
13, 14, 15. I know a couple of 
people who smoke with their 
kids.” 

Before you shake your head 
in disapproval, understand that 
when it comes to marijuana, 
this is kind of a tricky moment 
for teens and their parents. 

Marijuana use is illegal in 
Missouri (for now), but neigh- 
bors in Arkansas and Illinois 
have made medicinal marijua- 


na legal. It’s illegal in Kansas, 
but just across the western 
border, Colorado has legalized 
recreational use and California 
recently followed suit. 

For adults, that is. It’s illegal 
for anyone under 18 to use 
recreational marijuana, and 
that’s unlikely to ever change. 
And under federal law, it’s still 
a no-no for everyone. 
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Eighteen-year-old Kansas 
Citian Keyonna Brown said 
when she was growing up, her 
parents didn’t talk to her about 
smoking marijuana. 

“Nobody had to tell me, I 
learned from experience,” she 
said. “That’s why I don’t 


smoke. I get paranoid. I get SEE WEED, 5A 
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MILLENNIALS LIKE 
HOMES IN OLATHE 


The city of Olathe gets the 
No. 1 ranking in the country 
from a financial technology 
company that looked at 
where millennials are buying 
homes. 6A 
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KU OFFICIAL: SPIDER 
WITH TAIL IS A 
MISSING LINK 


University of Kansas 
researcher Paul Selden 
examined an unknown 
species of arachnid found in 
amber from Myanmar. 4A 
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Trader Gregory Rowe works on 
the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange on Monday. 


Stocks 
suffer 
biggest 
drop in 
years 


BY MARLEY JAY 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged more than 
1,100 points Monday as stocks 
took their worst loss in six and a 
half years. Two days of steep 
losses have erased the market’s 
gains from the start of this year 
and ended a period of record- 
setting calm for stocks. 

Banks fared the worst as bond 
yields and interest rates nose- 
dived. Health care, technology 
and industrial companies all 
took outsize losses and energy 
companies sank with oil prices. 

At its lowest ebb, the Dow 
was down 1,597 points from 
Friday’s close. That came during 
a 15-minute stretch where the 
30-stock index lost 700 points 
and then gained them back. 

Market pros have been predic- 
ting a pullback for some time, 
noting that declines of 10 per- 
cent or more are common dur- 
ing bull markets. There hasn’t 
been one in two years, and by 
many measures stocks had been 
looking expensive. 

“Tt’s like a kid at a child’s 


SEE STOCKS, 12A 
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10 PROJECTS TO 
FILL BURBS WITH 
RETAIL, HOUSING 


The watchword for Johnson 
County in 2017 was 
development and growth, 
and it shows no sign of 
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slowing in 2018. 12A 
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